Minutes of FAWG meeting on 11th July 2011

Apologies for absence:  Peter Austin, Carl Bennett, Alan Hawker, Peter Bardgett, Bruce Douglas and Bruce Taylor.

Present: Mick Ridgard, Val Ridgard, Eve Tigwell, Alex Novell, John Fisher, Christine, Jenny Vickers.

ASDA Liaison and Bank Account: As requested by ASDA, a bank account was set up with three signatories, being Mick Ridgard, Peter Bardgett and Jenny Vickers. There seems to have been a complete mix up however and now no cheques will be issued to FAWG only cash. Therefore a bank account wasn't needed in the first place.  This issue will be monitored.  

The new ASDA liaison officer for FAWG to be in contact with is Jackie May.

Budget update: There are some amendments to the previous budget. Reed planting as been added and tree guards and waders have been removed. The rest of the budget is similar to the last one shown at the last meeting. AN suggests that we let Sherry/Jackie know at ASDA our budget total which is approved by head office, and is needed for compliance with terms of the planning agreement.  MR will do this.

Simon King visit: Simon King walked around the reserve with MR and PB. He was very impressed with the site. He did query the opening times, suggesting that more access would be desirable.  This will be brought up at the next meeting.

Litter Bin: The new litter bin will arrive this coming Wednesday! Jim Rosser will be asked to put this in place.

Canoe (paddles and life jackets): Bruce Douglas has purchased these items himself, but has said that FAWG can have use of them as necessary. MR thanks BD for this generous offer.

Tree planting (ref butterflies): JF mentioned that several areas that have been productive for butterflies in the past have been filled in with the planting of  spare Alder trees.  ET suggested that in the autumn many of these be taken out but that some should be kept around the edge to soften the areas already planted with trees and shrubs.  The area near to the bird feeder hedge should also be coppiced over the coming winter to keep the Alder trees in check. It was also noted that some strimming needs to be done on the beetle bank and this should be done in August.

Management Plan action:  ET reported that The Management Plan is on course. AN suggested a 5 year review to show how our budget and management plan is working.  ET suggested a proper plant survey be done next year to produce a report in Autumn 2012 to cover all aspects of wildlife on the reserve.

Street Artist: The street artist will start this weekend or next weekend.

Insect report: The final report from Bryan Pinchen will be expected as usual in November.

Frogs meeting: MR went along to the meeting which was for lottery funding for the Welshmill area of Frome.  FAWG were asked to write a letter of support which MR will do. FAWG don't want to commit to anything else except to offer the possibility of guided nature walks.

Pond life water survey: MR contacted Darrell Watts about this, but hasn't not heard back. He will contact him again with regard to attending a Moth evening later in July.

FAWG data base: This is an ongoing project and anything of interest should be sent to Bruce Douglas for inclusion on the website.

Matters arising: MR mentioned that there is a large amount of Ragwort near the agricultural land adjacent to the reserve.  ET suggested that the flower heads be trimmed off to prevent spreading, but that the rest of the plant be left for Cinnabar moths. Jim Rosser will be asked to do this as soon as possible.  Himalayan Balsam is not bad on the reserve, but some difficult to access areas might be possible to get to after Jim Rosser has finished his strimming on the reserve.

The date of the next meeting is: 15th August 2011 at 7.30, ASDA meeting room.

